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Give wildlife a chance
Georgia DNR's Nongame
Conservation Section receives no
state funding to conserve nongame
w ildlife, native plants and natural
habitats. We depend on
contributions, grants and
fundraisers. That means w e depend
largely on you!

How can you help?

Buy a conservation license
plate.
Contribute to the Georgia
Wildlife Conservation Fund
tax checkoff.
Donate directly to the
Nongame Conservation
Section, even online.
Use GoodSearch for your
Internet searches (enter
"Georgia Nongame

Go Fish … and learn!
   The Go Fish Education Center is certainly a sight to
see.
   Yet it’s also the place to see fish you may otherwise
never see, plus fish that might inspire your next
angling adventure.
   The $18 million center opening Oct. 8 in Perry will
be home to nearly 80 fish species, from banded
pygmy sunfish to tricolor shiners. “We’re trying to
highlight the native species and diversity of fishes
found here in Georgia in their natural settings,” said
Matt Thomas, assistant chief of fisheries for DNR’s
Wildlife Resources Division.
   In a state ranked third in the nation in the number
of native freshwater fishes, putting that diversity
within public reach is a challenge. But the Go Fish
Education Center delivers.

   Covered walks connect some
170,000 gallons worth of pools
and wall tanks highlighting
waterways, their inhabitants
and natural histories by
physiographic region. A
mountain streams display, for
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Ranger reports
Unintended consequence: Cpl.
Eric Sanders responded to a vulture
being shot in Buford Aug. 20. The
homeow ner said he w as "just trying
to scare aw ay the buzzard" and
killed it. Sanders explained the law  --
all vulture species are protected --
and gave the homeow ner verbal
guidance. 

Noteworthy
   Add thousand canker disease
to the threats native trees face. The
fungus, spread by w alnut tw ig
beetles and marked by multiple
cankers, kills black w alnut trees
w ithin tw o to three years from the
time symptoms show  up. Thousand
canker disease w as recently
detected in Knoxville, Tenn., the f irst
discovery east of the Mississippi
River. The disease has not been
identif ied in Georgia, w here black
w alnuts are found across almost the
entire state.
   Two licensed Georgia
falconers w ere picked from among
three eligible applicants for permits to
trap a passage peregrine falcon
each in the state’s coastal counties
Sept. 20-Oct. 20. One migrant
peregrine w as captured here for
falconry in 2009, the f irst such
season in recent memory.
   Wood storks' endangered
status  is under review . The U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service announced
the review  after a 90-day finding
that said reclassifying w ood storks
to threatened may be w arranted.
   The impact of invasive plants
on Georgia's ecology and economy
is the theme for the 2010 meeting of
the Georgia Exotic Pest Plant Council.
The Nov. 4 session at Zoo Atlanta
w ill feature keynote speaker Damon
E. Waitt, senior botanist at the
University of Texas Lady Bird
Johnson Wildflow er Center, plus
other experts.
    Gov. Sonny Perdue w ill present
the 2010 Natural Leaders Aw ards
Oct. 6 at the Loudermilk Center in
Atlanta. DNR Commissioner Chris
Clark w ill also be on hand to help

teamwork side of State Wildlife Grants. The program
spurs partnerships and ensures projects fit state
wildlife action plans, strategies that guide efforts to
conserve biological diversity.
   At Doerun Pitcherplant Bog Natural Area in
southwest Georgia, where the grants have helped
restore longleaf pine and warm-season grasses,
young and old braved heat and gnats to learn about
the area’s plant life, ranging from three pitcherplant
species to native hibiscus, toothache grass, runner
oak and the perennial blazing star.
   The group even accidentally flushed a bobwhite
quail, then glimpsed her fast-moving chicks before
they filtered into the undergrowth.
   The encounter served as another sign of the
positive impact of State Wildlife Grants, at Doerun
and across Georgia.
   More success stories here.

Marathon migration
Whimbrel's nearly 5,000-mile flight
underscores role Ga. habitat plays
   After an amazing journey, the pigeon-sized
shorebird has settled down in the remote
Coppename Monding Nature Preserve in the South
American country of Suriname.
   The rest is deserved. The bird, a whimbrel, has just
traveled more than 4,700 miles, including nearly
3,500 nonstop in five days!
   While whimbrels are known for long-distance
migrations, it has been unclear how exactly far they
fly and where they go after leaving Georgia.
   Until now.

   Chinquapin, one of
two whimbrels fitted
with radio
transmitters in
Georgia in May, is
providing key
information about
the species’
migration patterns
to Georgia DNR
biologists and other
partners in the
study at the Center
for Conservation
Biology at the
College of William &

Mary.
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honor these standard-setting
organizations in environmental
excellence. Register.
   The EPA denied a petition to
ban lead in hunting ammunition last
month, though the agency is
considering part of the request that
called for banning lead in f ishing
gear. Undeterred, petitioners have
challenged the partial denial, saying
the EPA has authority to implement
the ammo change.
   Nongame biologist Clay
George  gave a presentation about
North Atlantic right w hales Sept. 21
as part of the Savannah Ocean
Exchange. The event, a celebration
including the Gray’s Reef Ocean Film
Festival, continues through Sept. 26
in Savannah.
   A Guatemalan poacher-turned-
conservationist w ith ties to Zoo
Atlanta has been named a 2010
Disney Conservation Hero. Gilberto
Salazar, nominated for the aw ard by
Zoo Atlanta assistant curator Brad
Lock, w orks w ith Guatemalan lizard
conservation organization Zootropic
in such efforts as saving beaded
lizards. Zoo Atlanta is one of only
three facilities in the w orld that has
these endangered reptiles on
display.
   More than 3,600 dead birds  and
1,040 live ones – mostly laughing
gulls, brow n pelicans and northern
gannets – have been found in areas
affected by the Deepw ater Horizon
spill as of mid-September. The Fish
and Wildlife Service is promising
more detailed estimates of birds
rescued or collected, providing a
better grasp of the spill’s impact, at
w w w .fw s.gov/home/dhoilspill.
   Former DNR intern Amos Tuck is
prof iled as one of the “amazing
students” on the University of
Georgia’s home page. The self-
proclaimed fish fanatic from
Cedartow n spent summer 2009
helping the Nongame Conservation
Section look for rare f ishes and
mussels.
   The Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission has
approved new  rules for managing
threatened species. The goals:
C th t d i d

   After leaving the Georgia coast, the tagged
whimbrels flew north to Hudson Bay in Canada, one
of them nonstop. Transmitter data shows that
Chinquapin ended up approximately 350 miles west
of the bay, below the Arctic Circle in the Northwest
Territories. He probably nested there based on the
length of time spent in a relatively small area.
   Chinquapin departed his summer territory for Coats
Island in Hudson Bay during the second week of July
and stayed there until early August. At Coats Island,
he geared up for the next leg of what would become
a marathon migration flight.
   During the early morning hours of Aug. 5,
Chinquapin flew 600 miles south over Hudson Bay,
then continued down the length of James Bay, over
Quebec, over Maine and finally out over the open
Atlantic. Tropical Storm Colin was pumping north
toward Bermuda as Chinquapin headed south. He
appears to have skirted the storm’s cyclonic winds by
swinging 300 miles east of Bermuda on Aug. 8.
   His transmitter beeped next from the beaches of
northwest Puerto Rico on Aug. 10 near Playa de
Isabela -- a nonstop journey of 3,470 miles. That’s
the equivalent of flying about five days around-the-
clock from Boston to Anchorage, Alaska.   
   The small bird was not finished. After a two-week
rest, he headed 1,300 miles south over the island of
Grenada to Suriname, his current location.
   Although from only one bird, the information
received is invaluable, said Nongame Conservation
Section Program Manager Brad Winn.
   “Chinquapin is just one tagged whimbrel, but it is
important to remember that these are gregarious
birds, so it is likely he is flying in a flock. His
movements also represent thousands of other
smaller shorebirds that make similar flights from the
Arctic to South America and back,” Winn said.
   “It is pretty mind-boggling that a bird the size of a
pigeon can leave subarctic Canada and go nonstop
to the beaches of Puerto Rico.
   "It is an amazing journey and it is something to be
awed and admired."
   The transmitter-toting whimbrels are not only
showing scientists the resources they and their kind
need to exist, such as seasonal foods and nesting
habitat, they are also reminders that maintaining the
health of coastal landscapes has implications beyond
state lines and even national borders. Whimbrels and
many other species of shorebirds are in Georgia by
the thousands for a short period of each year.  
   “These global migrants visit us on their migratory
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Conserve threatened species and
“ensure no f ish or w ildlife goes
extinct in the state because of
human action or inaction,” according
to the commission.
   The Georgia Conservancy's
2010 Distinguished Conservationist
aw ard w ill go to E. Cody Laird of
Buckhead. Noted for his w ork w ith
the Mountain Conservation Trust and
in longleaf pine restoration in
southw est Georgia, Laird w ill be
honored at the Conservancy's
ecoBenefête Nov. 4 in Atlanta.
   A Florida burrowing owl w as
hours aw ay from becoming a cruise
ship stow aw ay w hen crew
members discovered it on the ship's
mini-golf course. Wildlife off icials
removed the small ow l, prompting
one off icial to remark, "Never in all of
my 25 years w ith the (agency) have
I seen anything like this."

Nongame in the news
Savannah Morning News: "How
native plants can rebuild Georgia
food w ebs," entomologist Doug
Tallamy and others, including
Nongame Assistant Chief Jon
Ambrose, discuss natives valuable
role at Richmond Hill event. (Sept.
22)
The Newton Citizen: "Hydrilla
horrors: Invasive plant causes bird
deaths at lake," invasive plant
blamed for killing bald eagles, geese
and coots at Lake Varner. (Sept. 16)
The Atlanta-Journal
Constitution: "Daw son Forest a
new  player in state w ater debate,"
talks about possible 2,000-acre
reservoir on Atlanta-ow ned tract stir
conservation concerns, including
over rare f ish. (Sept. 16)
AFP: "Escaped cobras strike fear in
southw est China," most of 160-plus
cobras from illegal breeding
laboratory are accounted for, after
some close calls. (mid-September)
The Atlanta-Journal
Constitution: "In w ake of snake
escape, DNR advises Zoo Atlanta to
review  protocols," human error
blamed for loose tiger rattler. (Sept.
13)
The Florida Times-Union: "West

trek for about six weeks each spring to feast on the
fiddler crabs in our marshes,” Winn said.
   “The energy they get from our crabs supports them
during the next 2,000- to 3,000-mile leg of their
annual migration. If our marshes are destroyed or
become polluted, the crabs will be gone and this vital
link in the migratory chain will be lost.
   “We have a responsibility to be good stewards of
our coastal habitats for birds that call the entire
Western Hemisphere home.”

Wandering whimbrels

Track their travels
Update: There are three satellite-tagged
whimbrels on the coast of Suriname --
Chinquapin and two tagged in Virginia

Out my backdoor

Giving goldenrod its due
By Terry W. Johnson
   Weeks before the kaleidoscope of fall foliage takes
center stage, we are treated with another visually
spectacular show. This floral tapestry is fashioned
with plumes of gold waving from roadside ditches, old
fields and even along the edges of backyards such as
mine.
   Like far too many of our wild plants, goldenrod is
largely unappreciated by most Georgians. Many who
suffer from allergies blame their stuffy noses and
watery eyes on this showy plant. Yet, goldenrod
pollen is rarely the cause. Goldenrod only produces
about 1-2 percent of the pollen floating about during
the time it is blooming.
   Ragweed, also blooming then, is often the culprit.
However, since ragweed flowers are drab and
inconspicuous, allergy sufferers rarely notice its
blossoms. Ragweed is wind-pollinated, while
goldenrod pollen is quite heave and sticky.
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